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LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES
JEAN COLAVECCHIO, C.P.A., Providence, Rhode Island

Bills affecting the practice of public ac
counting in some manner have been intro
duced this year in twenty-four states. The
reports which have reached us from mem
bers, the American Institute of Account
ants and a few of the state legislative libra
ries, indicate that sixty-seven bills have
been introduced, California leading the
nation with fourteen.
Not all of the bills introduced have been
opposed by the state societies, and not all
would be detrimental to the interests of the
certified public accountant. The most seri
ous type of attempted legislation is that
which would either waive the examination
requirement for those who have been in
practice as public accountants for a num
ber of years or establish a limited type of
examination for a new class of public ac
countants. As was expected, bills providing
for the licensing or registration of public
accountants, creating a new class to be
known as licensed public accountants or
registered public accountants, have been
introduced in a great many states. In a
few of the states these bills have been sup
ported by the local CPA societies, in some
states they have been actively opposed,
while in others there seems to be neither
support nor opposition.
Twelve state bills were actively opposed
by the local CPA societies and protests of
AWSCPA have been filed with the chair
men of the committees to which the bills
were assigned.
Bills providing for the licensing or regis
tration of public accountants were spon
sored by the local CPA societies in the
states of Iowa, Kansas, Nevada, Washing
ton and West Virginia. A bill introduced
in Minnesota which would grant certificates
without examination on or after October 1,
1959 to those who registered as public ac
countants prior to October 1, 1949 was op
posed by 50% and supported by 50% of the
certified public accountants of the state.
Since 50% of the CPA’s were opposed, pro
tests of the society were registered with
the House Civil Administration Board of
the State of Minnesota.

erine St. George on January 5, 1949 as
H.J.Res. 68. Identical bills were introduced
almost simultaneously by nine other mem
bers under the titles H.J.Res. 26, 57, 98,
116, 130, 134, 142 and 171. Congress
woman St. George was joined by 80 co
sponsors to the amendment.
Reported favorably out of the Senate
Judiciary Committee on March 14.
AWSCPA and ASWA worked jointly
toward passage of the Equal Rights Amend
ment.
Early in January, letters were sent to
every new member (about 129) and to more
than 150 senior members of the 81st Con
gress.
In February, we wrote letters urging
prompt action to Democratic National Com
mittee Chairman J. Howard McGrath,
Senate Majority Leader Scott Lucas, House
Majority Leader John McCormack, House
Judiciary Committee Chairman Emanuel
Celler and Senate Judiciary Committee
Chairman Pat McCarron.
In March, letters were written to the
thirty-five co-sponsors of the amendment
in the Senate, thanking them for their
support and enlisting their continued efforts
to bring about early action on the amend
ment on the floor of the Senate.
H.R. 3113—A Bill to Incorporate the Tax
Court into the Federal Court System
(jeopardizing the right of the non-lawyer
to practice before it) :
A telegram was sent to the Chairman of
the House Judiciary Committee in the name
of AWSCPA on March 7, opposing passage
and urging the Committee to give careful
consideration to the arguments to be pre
sented by the American Institute of Ac
countants.
H.R. 2983—Tax Settlement Board Bill
(Mills Bill)—A Bill to Create an In
formal Board for the Speedy Settlement
of Tax Controversies when a Taxpayer
is Unable to Reach an Agreement with
the Technical Staff of the Bureau:
Introduced by Congressman Mills on Feb
ruary 24, 1949. Endorsed by AWSCPA pur
suant to vote of directors and request for
our support by American Institute of Ac
countants.
Editor’s note: Lack of space made it nec
essary to omit a great deal of Miss Colavec
chio’s comprehensive report. You will hear
it all at the annual meeting.

Equal Rights Amendment—Summary:
Introduced in the Senate on January 13,
1949 by Senator Guy M. Gillette as S.J.Res.
25. Senator Gillette had 35 members of the
Senate as co-sponsors of the amendment.
Introduced in the House by Mrs. Kath
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